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PRELIMINARY

Tuere is a widespread misconception that the
Hindus have never been a practical people, that
while they have succeeded so signally in the sphere
of speculation they have failed equally in the
sphere of action. Thus ancient Hindu culture
and civilisation in this view present a development
which was merely one-sided instead of being an
harmonious whole.

Of course, no student of early Indian *history
can doubt or deny the marked triumphs and
achievements of the Hindu genius in the domain
of mental, moral, and spiritual progress. None
can be blind to the vast mass of literature which
conveys to lettered humanity conceptions about
laws and customs, manners and morals, cults and
creeds, betokening a culture as wide as deep and
a social development of a most advanced type.
The discovery of Samskrit by the West has led

I
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PRELIMINARY 3

speculative genius has to be corrected by a con-
sideration of its practical aspects. Our study of
ancient Hindu culture-history has hitherto mostly
confined itself indeed to its subjective aspects, to the
records it presents of mental; moral, and spiritual
development, and has not adequately attended
to its objective or positive aspects—the records
of material progress and secular achievements.
What is, therefore, wanted is a systematic study
of the activities and achievements of the ancient
Hindus in the secular sphere, in the realm of
action, so that we may be enabled to arrive at a
fuller and a more proper estimate of their culture
and civilisation which were capable of producing not
merely poets and prophets, saints and seers, monks
and mendicants, men of thought and men of
letters, but also men of action and men of affairs,
politicians and practical administrators, heroes and
warriors, kings and emperors, statesmen and
diplomats. Hindu India produced and is famous
not merely for immortal literature, unique in its
vastness, variety and longevity, but also for polities
and administrations which culminated in the great
empires of the Mauryas and Guptas, empires
that sometimes controlled a continent stretching
from Afghanistan to Mysore. Chanakya and
Chandragupta, Asoka and Samudragupta, Char-
aka and Sushruta, Aryabhatta and Varahamihira,
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the way to a far more important discovery of the
proper place of Hindu thought in the culture-
history of the world. Vague and conflicting
notions about the mere external accidents and
superficial aspects of Hindu life have now yielded
their place to a genuine, systematic, and scientific
appreciation of Hindu philosophical and religious
systems, and a due recognition is at last made
of the immense value of the special contributions
made to the progress of humanity as a whole by
the Hindu people.

It is, in a word, to her philosophy that India at
present owes the respect of the world. That,
however, points to mere intellectual and spiritual
activity and progress, and is no argument for
success in the sphere of action. The appreciation
of Hindu culture has, therefore, naturally confined
itself to its mental and moral aspects, to the
neglect of the material and practical ; and the
belief has gained ground that Hindu genius is
almost exclusively speculative and not at all
practical.

This belief, however, cannot be well founded.
The history of civilisation shows that even mental
and moral development rests on a material basis,
and presupposes economic activity and progress.
The narrow view of Hindu culture which sees in
it the mere workings of metaphysical intellect and
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institutional embodiments, 1s given in the conclud-
ing chapter by way of stimulating further interest
in the subject.

My thanks are due to Messrs Longmans,
Green & Co., London, for permission to repro-
duce some passages from my earlier work, which
are indicated within quotation marks.

The transliteration of Samskrit words is not
given, as being unsuited to a popular work of
this character.
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in respect of the evidence and arguments adduced.
The Lectures first appeared as they were delivered,
in the Commonweal, from which they are reprinted
by the kind permission of Mrs Annie Besant, to
whom my best thanks are due for undertaking
this publication.

The Lectures, while utilising well-known sources
and materials, claim originality as regards the
particular use made of them and the standpoint
from which they have been viewed. They develop
a common theme dealing with the bases of Nation-
alism in Ancient India. They do not, however,
deal with the superstructure built upon these bases,
with the constitution and composition of that
particular type of polity which the Hindu prin-
ciples and ideals of Nationalism developed in
India. The study of that multiform polity, as
represented and embodied in diverse types of
group-life, of corporations and communal institu-
tions formed on all possible principles of association,
functional, local, or voluntary, requires a com-
prehensive and special treatment, such as that
attempted in my monograph, Loca!/ Government in
Ancient India (Clarendon Press, Oxford, 2nd ed.,
1920), to which the reader is accordingly referred.
A general indication, however, of the full content
of Ancient Indian Nationalism, together with its
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THE present work consists of Extension Lectures
delivered under the auspices of the Mysore
University. 1 have developed in them some of
the ideas broached in one of my earlier works,
The Fundamental Unity of India (Longmans,
London, 1914), being encouraged to do so by
their endorsement by that critical historian, the
late Dr Vincent A. Smith (vide his Oxford History
of India, p. xii1), as well as by the interest taken
in them by some esteemed friends and publicists.
The purpose of the Lectures accounts for their
limitations as regards their matter and manner.
The style i1s popular, and at times polemic and
iterative ; for, in delivering such lectures, “one
ought,” as Lord Haldane well points out, *to
watch one’s audience, to follow the working of
its mind, and to mould one’s discourse accord-
ingly ” (Gifford Lectures, p. vii). Similarly, the
treatment does not aim at a scholarly completeness
v
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